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How Do You Feed an Urbanizing 

World? 

By 2030: 

World population 

        from 7.3 billion people in 2015 to 8.5 billion 

Almost 60 % will live in urban areas 



How Do You Feed an Urbanizing 

World? 

By 2030: 

5 out of the 7 fastest growing countries will be 
in Asia  

 



How Do You Feed an Urbanizing 

World? 

By 2030: 

Global rice demand will rise 13% - from 479 

million tons to 544 million tons 

 



How Do You Feed an Urbanizing 

World? 

By 2030: 

Asia will account for 68% of the total increase – 
despite a diversifying palate  

 



…including its poorest members? 

 

 
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/poverty/ 
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 (considering social and environmental objectives) 

The Development Ladder  
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836 million people 

still live in extreme 
poverty 

About one in five 
persons in developing 

regions lives on less than 
$1.25 per day 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/poverty/ 



 

One in four 
children under the 

age of five in the world 
has inadequate height 
for his or her age 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/poverty/ 



Drivers of  Change 

Population 

Growth 

Urbanization 



Rising Global Population 
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Drivers of  Change 

Population 

Growth 

Urbanization 

Cost and 

Availability 

of Inputs 
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Rising Cost of  Labour 
Wage rates for agricultural labour (male), South Asia 

 

India 

Wage rate index (2000 =100) 



Data source:  Country statistics (2003-2011) 
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Drivers of  Change 

Population 

Growth 

Urbanization 

Cost and 

Availability 

of Inputs 

Climate 

Change 



Variation in rainfall = Risk of  drought 



Potential effect of  rising sea levels 



Climate Change Ready Varieties 
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Flooding 
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Heat 
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Diminishing Arable Land 
Per capita  arable land (ha/person) 



Source: Oxfam 

Economic Inequality  
Concentration of Wealth 



Improving Livelihoods 

• Seed 
• Land  
• Water 
• Labour 
• Fertilizer 
• Losses 
• Finance 

• Yield 
• Quality and nutrition 
• Farming systems 
• Sustainability 
• Market access 
• Partnerships 
• Insurance, cooperatives 
• Policy/ regulatory frameworks 

Value 

Costs 



Success Factors 

 

Adequate natural inputs 

Sectoral cooperation 

Good governance 

Regulatory framework 

Nimble value chains 

Innovation and research  

Partnerships 

 



Policy outcomes 

Training the next generation 

of rice scientists 

it’s all about the people 


